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1. Major Sources of Household Data

Korea has a long history of “hojuck” (household registry) system for the purpose
of military draft, tax, and labor services. During Yi Dynasty. last kingdom of Korea,
“hojuck” system was quite effectively utilized and the number of households and
population for the entire country were made available by this system. From its inception
the Yi Dynasty carried out a compulsory household registration every three years. A
copy of the registration was storec} at the central government office at Hansung (Seoul)
and other copies at provincial offices respectively.

The record sheet of the registration system included householdheads’ address, occup-
ation, name, date of birth, place of ancestor’s origin, and names of four immediate
ancestors(father, grand father, great grand father and mother's father). The registration
also contains information o wife’s maiden family name, year of birth, place of ancestor’s:
origin, and names of wife's four immediate ancestors. 1t further asked children's years of
birth, names of sons-in-law, and places of their ancestor’s origin, and years of birth for
servants and household employees. A substantial w;'olume of record sheets of the regis-
tration are still preserved and these can be used as valuable sources of data for demo-
graphic and stratification study for the Yi-Dynasty. Of course there are many problems.
in the data and an extensive evaluation study is needed to reveal types and extent of
errors in the data. Nevertheless, when the data are used with a special care, these

could provide useful information on household and population of the Yi-Dynasty. One

* This is a revised version of a paper presented to the Organization of Demographic Associates”
Workshop, Hong Kong, January 10—13, 1972
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study that made an extensive use of “hojuck” statistics estimates that the average size
of household was 4.4 in Taegu area for the later part of the 16th century and 4.6
for the earlier part of the i8th century of Yi Dynasty.?

Since the beginning of the colonial period in 1910, the Government-General of Chosun
had conducted the year-end household survey. Table 1 shows average number of persons
in each household for the period of 1910—1940 based on the household survey. As

shown in the table, the average size of household increased from 4.8 in 1910 to 5.4

in 1940.
Table 1. Average Size of Korean Households, 1910—1940

Year Size Year Size
1910 4.77 1926 5.34
1911 4.92 1927 5.35
1912 5.i05 1928 5.35
1913 5.12 1929 : 5.34
1914 5.15 1930 5.35
1915 527 1931 5.34
1916 5.31 1932 ' 5.31
917 . 5.35 1933 5.31
1918 - 5.32 1934 5.32
1919 5.32 1935 5.33
1920 5.30 1936 - 5.33
1921 5.33 A 1937 5.34
1922 5.31 1938 5.35
1923 5. 31 1939 : 5.36
1924 5.32 1940 . 5.42
1925 5.32

Source: Kim, Yun, The Population of Korea, 1910—1945, Unpublished Ph. D. Thesis at
Australian National University, 1966, p. 288

The Government-General of Chosun originally planned to conduct the first census of
Korea in 1920. However, the nationwide Sam-il Independent Movement of Korea on
March 1, 1919 prevented the scheduled census. The first census was finally taken place
in 1925. A total of five censuses were carried out until the end of the colonial period
in 1925, 1930, 1935, 1940 and 1944. After the end of World War II, five censuses were
carried out in 1949, 1955, 1960, 1966 and 1970. Only an advanced report was published

1) Shikata Hiroshi, “Richo Jinko ni kansuru Ichi Kyenkyu”(A Study on Population of Yi Dyn-
asty) in Chosen Shyakai Hosei Shi Kenkyu (Study on Korean Social and Legal History)
edited by Jurispurudence Association of Keijo(Seoul) Imperial University, Iwananai Shoten,
Tokyo, 1938, p.310



from the 1949 Census while the remaining 1949 Census data were completely destroyed
during the Korean War. The 1955 Census was conducted in the period when the chaotic
effects of the Korean War were still felt and accordingly the data contain many problems.
to be properly utilized for research and planning purposes. It was from the 1960 that the

Korean census began to show substantial improvement both in quantity and quali‘ty.
I1. Definition of Household

1. Definition: 1925—1944

In the censuses of 1925 through 1944, two types of households, ordinary household
and quasi-household, were iused without details of the definitions being substantially
changed. According to the 1925 Census, household was defined as follows:

“Hoésehold is defined as a group of persons sharing living quarters and expenditures.
Persons sharing living quarters but maintaining separate expenditures and those sharing
living expenditures but maintaining separate living quarters are included in the household
where they share one of the two items. A person maintaining an independent living
quarter and living expenditures is also ccnstituted a household. Places or institutions
such as dormitories, hospitals, hotels, boarding houses, or ships where people are
sharing living quarters but maintaining separate household expenditures are ftreated

as ‘quasi-households’ respectively.”®
2. The 1960 Census definition®

(A) Household

Household is defined as a group of two or more persons sharing living quarters and
living expenses, or a person who lives by himself and occupies a dwelling unit.
Households are classified as follows:

1. Private Household: A Private household is defined as a group of persons sharing
living quarters and living expenses and includes lodgers and employees as in an ordinary
home. Persons who are wusually living in hotels, boarding houses” and kindred are
included in tke private housechold when number of customers staying is less than five.

One person living alone also constituted a private household.

2) Government-General of Korea, 1930 Korean Census Report, Vol. 1.
3) Economic Planning Board, 1960 Popwlaticn and Housing Census of Korea, Vol. 1.
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2. Collective Household: Collective household is a group of individuals, generally
-unrelated to each other kinshipwise and collectively sharing living quarters and living
-expenses. Dormitories, boarding houses, asylums, camps, monasteries, temples, etc. are
included, irrespective of the number of persons accommodating. In hotels, lodging
houses, inns, etc. persons who temporarily stay are excluded. In the case of persons
who usually reside there, it is counted as a collective household, if there are 5 or more
:such persons.

Collective households were classified as follows:

i) Hotels, boarding houses, inns, etc. where guests, temporary boarders etc. are

accommodated.

ii) Institutions: such public buildings as hospitals, dormitories, orphanages, asylums,

temples, etc. built for public use.

iii) Others: camps or tents built temporarily for living quarters.

3. Farm Household: Farm households are defined as those whose members cultivate
directly by themselves farm lands such as fields, paddy fields, orchards, etc., amounting
300 pyeongs or more, regardless of its ownership status. '

4. Non-farm Household: Non-farm households are defined as those other than farm
‘households.

(B) Generations in Household

Generation refers to each lineage order among the direct line families or collateral
families who are related to the head of household in a private household. For instance,
if there are grand parent, parent and sons in one household, it corresponds to three

_generations.

3. The 1966 Census definition.®

Household in the 1966 Census is defined as a person or a group of persons sharing
living quarters and household expenditures. Two types of household are used for the
-CEensus.

1. Ordinary household

An ordinary household is defined as a single person who is living by himself occup-
.ying a dwelling unit or a group of persons sharing living quarters and expenditures.

Three types of ordinary household are used.

4) Economic Planning Board, 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, Vol. 1. -
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a) household head and his family occupying a dwelling unit
b) household head, his family, and others such as servants, boarders, employees and
housemaids, sharing a common dwelling unit
c) single person household with a separate kitchen facility.
2. Quasi household
A quasi household is defined as a person or a group of persons who are not related
‘to each other kinshipwise but s aring living quarters.
a) single person quasi household: a person sharing a living quarter with an ordinary
household but maintaing a separate living expenditure.
b) other quasi household: a group of six employees or more living with an ordinary
household, persons staying in cooperatives, dormitories, hospitals, sanitariums, and

beggers with no fixed residence. In-patients with less than three months of

residence in hospital or sanitarium are not included in the quasi household.
‘Tﬁe ordinary household is further classified as:
(i) Classes of ordinary household
A. Relatives household: a household principally composed of family members and
relatives.
a) relatives only-household composed of the head of household and his relatives.
b) household with home service workers: household consisting of household head,
his(or her) family and relatives, and home-service workers.
¢) household with business employees: household consisting of household head, his
(or her) family and relatives, and kusiness employees.
d) household consisting of the head, his(or her)family and relatives, house servants,
and business employees. '
B. Non-relatives household: household head and persons having no kinship relationship
but living with the head such as house servants and business employees.
C. Single person household: household consisting of the head only.
(ii) Family composition of the relatives household.
Relatives households are sub-classified according to the kinship relationship of the
household members to the head of household.
A. One generation household:
1) household consisting of husband and wife only.

- 9) household consisting of husband -and wife and his or her siblings.



3) household consisting of ,‘}Zl_usband, wife, his or her cousins. This type may include

husband’s(or wife's) siblings.
B. Two generation household:

Household consisting of the head and his(or her) immediate children or nephews and’

nieces:

4) household consisting of husband, wife and their sons and/or daughters.

5) household consisting of husband, wife, their children and housband’s(and/or wife’s)
siblings.

6) household consisting of father and his children.

7) household consisting of mother and her children.

8) household consisting of husband and wife and his(or her) parents. This type may

include the husband’s and/or wife's siblings.

9) household consisting of husband and wife and his(or her) father or mother.

10) household consisting of husband and wife and their nephews and nieces or their

uncles,
C. Three generation household: Household consisting of three generations.

11) household consisting of husband, wife, their children and parents. This class may-
include husband and wife's siblings.

12) household consisting of husband, wife, their children and one of their parents..
This class may include the couple’s siblings.

13) household consisting of husband, wife, one of their parents, children, grand.
children. Households consisting of non-immediate three generation family members-
are included in this class.

D. Other types of relatives-household:

Four or more generation households: This type may include imcomplete four genera--
tion households in which one or two intermediate generations are missing. Class,jfication
of the relatives household is based on generational composition 6f the family regardless.
the existence of other residents such as house servants, business employees, and other
non-relative co-residents.

(iii) Economic composition of ordinary household:
The drdinary household is classified according to the working status and industry of

the relatives as follows:

A. Household in which all the employed are engaged in agriculture, forestry and fishery..
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1) Household with the holder working for his own account in agriculture, forestry-

and fishery.

2) Household with the holder employed in agriculture, forestry and fishery.

B. Household mixed with agricultural’and non-agricultural workers: Household being-
consisted of both agricultural and non-agricultural workers.

3) Household mixed with the holder working for his own account in agriculture,.

forestry and fishery.

4) Household mixed with household members employed in agriculture, forestry and:

fishery.

5) Household mixed with the holder working for his own account in non-agriculture..

6) Household mixed with household members employed in non-agriculture.

C. Non-agricultural workers' household: Household in which all of the employed are-
engaged in non-agrincultural industry.

7) Household with the holder working for his own account in non-agricultural industry..

8) Household with the holder employed in non-agricultural industry.

9) Household mixed with the holder working for his own account and household

members employed in non-agricultural industry.
10) Household mixed with the holder employed and household members working for-
their own accounts in non-agricultural industry.
D. Household without workers.

As shown in the household concepts described above, a household bas been basically-
defined as “a group of persons sharing living quarters and expenditures or a person.
maintaining an independent living quarter and living expenditure” and classfied into two-
types, ordinary household and quasi household, throughout the censuses of the Korea.
since 1925 except for the 1960 Census in which the household was classified as private-
household and collective household, which are generally equivalent to the ordinary and.
quasi household in other censuses. However, there are some differences. in the details.
of classification of household from census to census especially between the 1960 and.
1966 Censuses. The main differences are described below.

1) In the 1960 Census, as in the previous censuses, a person living in a private-
household and maintaining an independent living expenditure was treated as an ordinary
household. In the 1966, Census, however, an additional category of one-person household:

was used; that is, aperson sharing a living quarter with an ordinary household
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‘but maintaining a separate living expendiure was treated as a single person quasi-
‘household and included in the “quasi household”. )

2) In the 1960 Census, live-in employees and lodgers in an individual household were
treated as members of ordinary households which they are residing with regardless of
their size. On the other hand, the 1966 Census defined a group of 6 live-in employees
(or lodgers) or more residing in an ordinary household as “other quasi-household”.

3) For the first time in the 1966 Census, ordinary household was sub-classified into
“relatives household”, “non-relatives household”, and “single person household”, and
‘they were tabulated in such a manner that the average number of household members

for each type was identified.
11I. Household Size

Partition of the country into two parts, North and South Korea, at the end of World
‘War 1 made it difficult to compare the population statistics compiled during the
<olonial period with those collected after the War due to changes in boundaries and in
definitions used for the censuses. Since the War, compilation of populétion statistics has
been confined to the southern half of the country and statistics for the North Korea
have not been available. Therefore, the present analysis will be .focused upon the data
from the 1960 and 1966 censuses covering the South Korea only.

- As shown in Table 2, the total number of hcuseholds . increased 18 percent from
4,378,000 in 1960 to 5,133,000 in 1966. In both censuses, the proportion of quasi-ho-
-useholds was less than one percent even though the proportion has increased slightly
in urban areas during the 1960—1966 intercensal period. For this reason, this study is
«<onfined to the analysis of ordinary households only.

One distinct feature of the Korean household scene during the 1960—1966 intercensal
‘period is a complete reversal of the proportion of farm and non-farm household. Table
.3 shows that the proportion of farm household decreased from 54 percent to 45 percent
:and that of non-farm household increased from 46 percent to 55 percent during the
period. This means that more than half of the total ordinary households were non-farm
-households by 1966. It would appear that the large magnitude of migration from rural
darm areas to rural non-farm and urban areas accounts for this change. The proportion

«©f farm households in urban areas did not change significantly during  the 1960—1966
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Table 2. Percent Distribution of Households by Household type

Quasi Household

Ordinary Household® (Collective Hou- Unknown

Total Household e
(Private Household) sehold)

No. % No. % No. % No. %

1960

Whole Country 4,377,973 100.00 4,361,424 99.62 15,015 0.34 1.534 0.04

Urban 1,260,782 100.00 1,251,927 99.30 8,124 0.64 731 0.06

Rural 3,117,191 100.00 3,109,497 99.75 6,891 0.22 803 0.03
1966

Whole Country 5,132,910 100.00 5,057,030 98.52 75,880 1.48

Urban 1,858,660 100.00 1,812,890 97.54 45,770 2.46

Rural 3,274,250 100.00 3,244,140 99.08 30,110 0.92

Source:

1960 1960 Population and Housing Census of Korea, 11-1 Whole Country, Vol. 1, Economic
Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1963, Table 2
(1) The total number of ordinary households here is based on 100 percent count and
slightly different from that in other tables based on a 20 percent sample estimate.
1966: 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 12-1 Whole Country, Economic Planning
Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 14

-period. However, the proportion of farm household in rural areas changed substantially
from 72 percent in 1960 to 65 percent in 1966. It may be hypothesized that the process
of industrial development and an increasing income gap between farm and non-farm
sectors during the period may have affected the substantial decrease in the propbrtion
of farm-household in rural Korea. The decrease in the proportion of farm household
in rural areas also may be "accounted for by a substantial number of migrants from
rural farm areas to small towns and middle towns which are classified as rural areas in
‘the census. Rural areas as defined in the censuses include administrative centers of Eups
and Myuns, that are often’ closer to urban areas in nature. Re-examination of{uxi'f)an
definition used in the censuses is needed for a sound analysis of rural-urban transition
in Korea,

As indicated previously, average number of household members has continuously
increased in Korea. The number of houschold members averaged about 4.6 persons in
the early part of thé 17th century and 4.8 in 1910. According to data from the
censuses, the average size of household was 5.25 persons in 1925, 5.26 in 1930. The
increasing trend of household size continued until 1960, by which the average size

reached 5.55 persons. This trend has been reversed slightly during the 1960—1966
—_— 9 —



period, and the average size declined to 5.49 persons by 1966 as shown in Table 4.

Table 3. Persent Distribution of Households by Farm and Non-Farm Category
for Whole Country, Urban and Rural Areas, 1960—1966

___1960" 19662
Farm Non-Farm Farm Non-Farm
Households Households Total Households Households  Total
(%) (%) (%)
Urban Areas 91.59 100. 00 8.86 91.14 100. 00
(n=1, 254, 335) (n=1, 812, 890)
Rural Areas 28.08 100. 00 65.25 34,75 100. 00
(n=3, 100, 880) (n=3, 244, 140)-
Total 46. 37 100. 00 45,04 54,96 100. 00

(n=4, 355, 215)

(n=5, 057, 030)

Source (1): 1960 Population and Housing Census of Korea, Vol. 2,
20% Sample Tabulation Report, 11—1 Whole Country,
Economic Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1963, Table 7
(2): 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 12—1 Whole Country,
Economic Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 16

Table 4. Average Number of Ordinary Household Members, Whole Country,
Urban and Rural Areas, 1930, 1960 and 1966

Households Persons Average

1930

Whole Country 3,957,111 20, 814, 103 5.26

Urban 238, 361 1,121, 990 4.71

Rural 3,718,750 19,692, 113 5. 30
1960

Whole Country 4, 357, 600 24, 188, 800 5.55

Urban 1, 255,275 6,712,730 5. 35

Rural 3,102, 325 17, 476; 070 5.63
1966

Whole Country 5,057, 030 27,765, 620 5.49

Urban 1,812,890 9, 267, 560 5.11

Rural 3, 244, 140 18, 498, 060 5.70

In Table 5, we find that the decline was experienced both in the farm and non-farm.

households except in rural non-farm households. The decline in the household size may

be due to the decline in the fertility rate of the Korean population and heavy rural to-

urban migration during the period. When the 1970 Census results are published, more-

detailed analysis on the factors relating to the decline in the househod size will be:

possible,



Table 5. ‘Average Number of Household Members by Farm-and-Non-Farm Households,
Whole Country, Urban and Rural Areas, 1960 and 1966

1960V 19662
Households Persons Average Households Persons Average

Farm

Whole Country 2,335,655 14,132,890 6. 05 2,277,480 13,685,100 6. 01

Urban 105, 460 656, 685 .23 160, 690 955, 800 5.95

Rural 2,230,195 13,476,205 6. 04 2,116,790 12,729,300 6. 01
"Non-Farm :

Whole Country 2,019,560 10, 043,120 4,07 2,779,520 14,080,340 5.07

Urban 1,148,875 6,051,375 5.27 1,652, 180 8,311, 640 5.03

Rural 870, 685 3,991, 745 4.58 1,127, 340 5, 768, 700 5.12

Source (1): 1960 Population and Housing Census of 'Korea, Vol. 2, 20% Sample Tabulation
Report 11—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1963, Table 9
(2): 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 12—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning

Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 19

Table 6 shows the percentage distribution of household by size for the entire.country.
-urban and rural areas respectively in 1960 and 1966. The corresponding figure for 1930
is also presented as a reference. During the 1960—1966 period the proportions of 1
‘to 2 person households and 6 to 9 person households showed an increasé and those of
3 to 5 person households and 10 or more person households revealed a decline for the
-country as a whole, For urban areas the proportions of 1 to 3 person households,
-especially those of 1to '2: person households increased significantly during 1960—1966.
‘Households with 4 to 5 persons maintained more or less same proportion and a sharp
.decline was experienced for households with 7 persons or more. In other words, urban
households underwent a generally declining trend toward those with less than five mem-
‘bers during the period.‘ On the other hand, the size of rural households in general
.expanded during the period. In rural areas, the proportion of household with 1 or 2
persons increased slightly as in urban arcas and those with 3 to 5 persons declined
.substantially for the same period. However, the proportion of households with 6 to 9
persons sha‘rply increased in rural areas. As in urban areas, households with 10 or more
persons experienced a loss in the proporticnal share in rural areas.

In table 7,the household size is classified into 1 to 2 person, 3 to 5 person, 6 to 9
person and 10 or more person households. The table clearly illustrates that in urban
.areas, small size households with 1 to 2 persons and 3 to 5 persons increased substan-

tially while those with 6 to 9 persons declined during the intercensal period. In rural



Table 6. Percent Distribution of Ordinary Households by Household Size, Whole
Country, Urban and Rural Areas, 1930, 1960 and 1966

Whole Country Urban Rural
1930 1960 1966 1930 1960 1966 1930 1960 1966

siZo%l 100,00 100.00 100.00  100.00 100.00 100.00  100.00  100.00 100.00

2.61 2.30 2.79 4.21 2.39 3.42 2.50 2.26 2.45

1
2 8.65 7.05 7.67 13.53 8.08 9.68 8.34 6.64 6.55
3 13.99 11.85 11.61 17.96 13.41 13.82 13.83 11. 22 10.37
4 17.18 14.62 13.98 18.03 15. 56 15. 34 17.13 14.24 13.22.
5 17.05 15.97 15.45 15.54 15.95 15.97 17.15 15.97 15. 15
6 14.00 15.29 15.57 11. 60 14.58 14.97 14.15 - 15.57 15.91
7 9.90 12.72 13.19 7.58 11.85 11.79 ~ 10.05 13.07 13.97
8 6.45 8.92 9.17 4.56 8.22 7.48 6.57 9.21 10. 11
9 4.07 5.32 5.92 2.66 475 4.37 4.16 5.56 6. 79
10 2.73 2.97 2.34 1.80 2.61 1.62 2.79 3.1 2.74

11+ 3.28 2.99 2.31 2.53 2.60 1.54 3.33 3.15 $2.74

Source (1): 1960 Population and Housing Census of Korea, Vol. 2, 20% Sample Tabulatior
Report, 11—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1963, Table 7°
(2): 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 12—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning:

Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 15

Table 7. Percent Distribution of Households by Size, Whole Country, Urban
and Rural Areas

Whole Country Urban Rural
1960 1966 1960 1966 1960 1966
1-2 9.35 10. 46 10. 47 14.10 8.90 9.00
3—5 42.44 33.26 44.92 45.13 41.43 38.74
6—9 42.25 43.75 39.40 38.61 43. 41 46.78
10+ 5.96 4.65 5.21 3.16 6.26 5.48
Total 100. 00 100. 00 100. 00 100. 00 100.00 100. 00

areas, on the other hand, households with 3 to 5 persons declined proportionally while-
those with 6 to 9.persons increased. As a result, almost 60 percent of the urban house-
holds were those 5 persons or less and more than 50 percent of the rural households.
were those with 6 persons or more in 1966. It would appear that the changing value-
system of the urban population towards a smaller family size and the large number of
relatively young migrants towards urban areas probably caused _this decreasing trend

of urban household size.
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IV. Family Size and Composition

In the 1960 Census report,. ordinary households were tabulated according to the
generation type. In the 1966 census report, relatives households were separately tabulated
under the ordinary household for the first time in Korea and it became possible to
study the family composition and size from the census data.

Table 8 compares the composition of ordinary households” by generation type between.
1960 and 1966 censuses. In 1960, the proportion of two generation family was 64
percent and that of the three generation family was 27 percent. In 1966, the proportion
of the two generation family increased to 68 percent and that of the three generation.
family declined to 24 percent respectively. 1iven though the two and three generation
families constitute the majority for both consuses, the two generation family tended to-
increase while the three generation family tended to decline during the 1960—1966.

period.

Table 8. Percent Distribution of Relatives Households by Household Type., 1960—1966

Household Type : 19607 1966%
One-Generation Households 7.48 5.67
Two-Generation Households 63. 88 67.68
Three-Generation Households 26. 99 24. 05
Other Relatives Households 1.59 2.60
Unknown 0.06 —
Total 100. 00 100. 00

(n=4. 357, 600) (n=4, 900, 650)

Source (1): 1960 Population and Houshing Census of Korea, Vol. 2, 20% Sample Tabulation
Report, 11—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1963,
Table 7
(2): 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 12—1, Whole Country, Economic
Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 16

Table 9 shows the family composition by generation for urban and rural areas in 1960
and 1966. In both censuses, the proportions of the two generation family were higher
for urban areas and those of the three generation family were higher for rural areas..
In urban areas the proportion of the two generation family increased from 71 percent
in 1960 to 74 percent in 1966 and that of he three generation family declined from 19

percent to 16 percent for the same period. In rural areas, the proportion of the two-



generation family increased from 61 percent in 1960 to 64 percent in 1966 and that of
the three generation family declined from 30 percent to 29 percent during the period.
This means that even if in both urban and rural areas the two genration household is
gaining its proportional share and three generation household is losing, one third of the

total families in rural areas are still composed of three generation in Korea as of 1966.

Table 9. Percent Distribution of Relatives Households by Household Type, Urban .
and Rural areas, 1960—1966

) Urban Areas Rural Areas
Household Type 1960Y 1966% 1960% "1
One-Generation Households 9.29 8.09 6.75 4.34
Two-Generation Households 71.43 74.28 60. 82 64. 06
Three-Generation Households 18.53 15.92 30.41 28.51
‘Other Relatives Households 0.55 1.71 2.02 3.09
Unknown 0.20 — 0. 00 —
Total

100. 00 100. 00 100. 00 100. 00
(II:], 255; 275) (n=l: 735, 430) (n:3) 1021 325) (n=3y 165, 220)

Source (1), (3):1960 Population and Housing Census of Korea, Vol. 2, 20% Sample Tabulation
Report, 11—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1963,
Table 7
(2), (4):1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 19—1 Whole Country, Economic
Planning Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 16

According to the 1966 Census, the proportion of relatives households in the ordinary
households was 95 percent for the entire country, 95 percent for urban areas, and 97
percent for rural areas. The 1966 Census report classified the relatives households into
the following 14 categories: (A) One generation household: (1) married-couple only, (2)
married couple and brother(s) and/or sister(s), (3) other one-generation household. (B)
Two generation household: (1) married couple with child(-ren), (2) married couple with
children and brother(s) and/or sister(s), (3) husband and child(ren), (4) wife and child
(ren), (5) married couple without child(ren) and their parents, (6) married couple without
child(ren) and a parent, (7) other two generation household. (C) Three generation
household: (1) married couple with child (ren) and parents, (2) married couple with child
(ren) and a parent, (3) other three generation household. (D) Other relatives household
such as four generation or more household or grand parents with grand sons etc..

In Table 10 “hushand and child(ren)” and “wife and child(ren)” are presented into
one category and “married couple with child(ren) and parents” and “married couple

with child(ren) and a parent” are put together. In this table we can see that, in 1966,



nuclear familiés consisting of a couple and their children constituted 54 percent of the
relatives households. Three generation households consisting of a couple, their children,
and their parents(or one of their parents) constituted another 24 percent of the total

relatives households.

Table 10. Relatives Households by Household Type, 1966
(number in 1, 000)

Household Type Number %
1) One-Generation Households 277 . 5.67
Married Couple Only 224 4.57
Married Couple and Brothers or Sisters 13 0.28
Other One-Generation Households 40 0.82
2) Two-Generation Households 3,316 67. 68
Married Couple with Children 2,655 54.18
Couple with Children and Brothers and/or Sisters 101 2.08 -~
Husband and Children or Wife and Children 394 8.05
Married Couple without Children and Their 69 1.42
Parents or a Parent
Other Two-Generation Households 95 1.95
3) Three-Generation Households 1,178 24.05
Married Couple with Children and Their Parents 971 19.83
or a Parent
Other Thre~-Generation Households 207 4.22
4) Other Relatives Households 127 2.60
Total 4,900 100: 00

Source: 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 12—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning
Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 16

The contrast in family composition between urbaﬁ aﬁd rural areas is clearly shown in
table 11.
" The nuclear family constituted 57 percent of the total urban félatjves h'ouseholds‘and
53 percent of the total rural relatives households. While 13 percent of the urban relatives
households were three generation families of couple with children and their parents or
one of parents, 24 percent of the rural relatives households belonged to this category.

Table 12 shows a cumulative percent distribution of the two and three generation
households by the number of persons. A siightly more than half of the two generation
households are composed of 5 percents or less. In urban areas two generation households
with 5 or less persons constitute 56 percent while the rural counterparts constitute 51
percent. It is also shown in the table that the three generation households tend to be

smaller in size in urban areas than in ruaral areas.



Table 11. Relatives Households by Household Type, Urban and Rural Areas, 1966
(number in 1,000)

N
1) One-Generation Households 140 8.09 137 4.34
Married Couple Only 99 5.72 124 3.94
Married Couple and Brother(s) or Sister(s) 9 0.53 4 0.14
Other One-Generation Households 32 1.84 8 0. 26
2) Two-Generation Households 1,289 74.28 2,027 64. 06
Married Couple with Children 993 57.24 1,661 52.50
Married Couple with Child(ren) and 60 3.49 41 1.31 :
Brother(s) and/or Sister(s)
Husband and Children or Wife and Children 164 9.45 230 7.28
Married Couple without Children and Their 20 1.16 49 1.57
Parents or a Parent
Other Two-Generation Households 51 2.94 44 1. 40
3) Three-Generation Households 276 15.92 902 . 28.51
Married Couple with Children and Their 226 13.03 745 23.55
Parents or a Parent
Other Three-Generation Households 50 2.89 156 4.96
4) Other Relatives Households 29 1.71 97 3.09
Total 1,735 100. 00 3,165 100. 00

Source: 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 12—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning
Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 16

Table 12. Cumulative Percent Distribution of Ordinary Households by Family
Type of Relatives Household and Number of Household Members, 1966

Number of Married Couple with

Fovsshol il Chlden phid(en) and s
Persons Whole Urban Rural Whole Urban Rural
Country Country
3 or less 15.05 17.13 13.80 0.53 0. 66 0.50
4 or less 32. 87 35.75 31.14 5.84 6.76 5.56
5 or less 52.92 56. 05 51. 04 16.39 18. 66 15.70
6 or less 72.39 74.65 71.03 32.18 35. 66 31.13
7 or less 87.14 88.23 86.49 51.16 54.69 50. 09
8 or less 95.24 95. 46 95.11 69. 94 72.68 69.11
9 or less 98.79 98. 69 98.85 85.75 86. 86 85.41
Total
including 100. 00 100. 00 100. 00 100. 00 100. 00 100. 00
10 or more

Source: 1966 Population Census Report of Korea, 12—1 Whole Country, Economic Planning-
Board, Seoul, Korea, 1969, Table 16



V. Summary

Following tentative conclusions may be derived from the present analysis.
(1) The average size of Korean household had been gradually growing for the past
several centuries. During the 1960—1966 period, this increasing trend changed its.

course and the family size revealed a decline.

(2) During the 1960—1966 period, the proportion of non-farm households increased
and surpassed that of farm households.

(3) Even though two generation households (including nuclear family) constitute a
majority both in rural and urban area, the proportion of the three generation house-
holds is still quite substantial in rural areas.

(4) A large proportion of the two generation households is still composed of large
families in its size. The two generation households are, however, distributed widely
between 3 to 7 member households, which may be viewed as a transitional phenomenon

in the modernization process of the Korean family.
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